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long walk with Lord Grenville and Tom Grrenville, but
am not more in the secret than I was at Minto, They
have not the least knowledge of the contents, and only
a conjecture concerning the tone, of the King's Speech.
It is not likely that any amendment will be moved,
but only a discussion of what has passed since the
summer.'

' House of Lords: November 23, 1802.

' The King has made his speech, which is not explicit,
as might be expected, on war or peace; but the general
impression it leaves is not very pacific. In this House
Lord Arden moves and Lord Nelson seconds. There
will be no amendment moved by me, as nothing is said
in commendation of the peace. Lord Grenville will,
however, speak pretty fully on the past and present.
My speaking to-day is out of the, question.

6 Despard's plot was very serious indeed.1 The King's
life was certainly to have been attempted this day, and
with too much prospect of success.'

' London: November 26, 1802.

' Lord Nelson has been with me a long time to-day, and
I have had a great deal of talk with him on affairs public
and private. He seems much of my mind on material
points, but especially on the necessity of being better
prepared than we now are; and indeed as well prepared
as possible. He told me, if there is war, he is to have
the Mediterranean command.

1 Colonel Despard, executed, -with others, for a conspiracy against the
King's life.